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RICHARD CBRIEN has
leapt menacingly out of
the forest quite a few
umes in [TV's present
series of Robin of
Sherwood. Bald head
glistening, fingernails
flailing, he appears as the
evil wizard, Gulnar,
determined to rid the
world of Rebin Hoed.
O'Brien's own creative
output has been rather
more attractive, but
sometimes just as
shocking. As a television,
film and stage scriptwriter,
he wrote the ourageous
Rocky Horror Show in
1873, playing the part of
the butler, Riff-Raff,
himself. Apart from a sell-
out run in the West End,

Cumberland Twin Cinemas
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continually having themselves they w
sent to the doctor—that sort of thing.
it came as a big shock to find there v
queens and transvestites in the wo
But all that side of life was hidden un
the surface and nowadays, it’s all o
and ¥ acknowledge it in Rocky.”

The film was made in Britain anc
one time it was the only film being m
there. Richard confesses that as m
as he loved his project, he did not
joy making the film. With his usual
ual expression-peppered conversa
he compares the film-making proces:
“Continual coitus interruptus. I do
lieve you have to enjoy acting. Too m
people act for prestige or to advance
careers which is very silly. The only
son to act is to enjoy the make-belie
kids do.”

Much of the overt forms of sex
in O’Brien’s movie is because of his
once confused feelings. “I used to }
fears of homosexuality to a degree,
now one’s learned to cover the w:
front.”

O’Brien was born in Cheltenham, |
land and his family later moved to |
Zealand. He was never particularly a
at school and left at age 15%. Bul
was always turned on by entertainm
so much so thet the painfully skinny
cried the first time he heard Ricky Ne
sing “Poor Little Fool.” Back in Eng
once more, he kept trying to break
show business. “His first big break
Sean Kenny's production of Gulli
Travels at the Mermaid after whicl
joined Hair.

What does this strange creature
father of one of the most popular me
in history want out of life? Not mc
but he longs for “a studio, a playrc
What I need is a really big pla
where I can listen to sounds, do a'b
painting, write songs.”

bllowed by a film, The
Rocky Horror Show is s
being performed up an
down the country and s
atracting gasps of
amazement.
The same could be s
‘of 44-year-old O'Brien,
whose unnerving
appearance makes it
unlikely that we shall e
see him as a romantic I
or the boy-next-deor. Y
he was born in graceful
Chelterham, brought u
pastoral New Zealand a
is married with two son
Lius and Jost

My favourite way of
spending an evening is
around a dinner table
friends, preferabiy in ot
kitchen,' O'Brien says. k
insists he is an exceilen
cook but, in iew of his
present role as the wiza
of Sherwood. it might be
an idea, before you acc
an invitation, 10 check t
he is not bringing his w
home with i,
Real toad-in-the-hoie?




