RA R AR AR AR R R A A AR AR AR R A S R R AR R A R AR R TR R R AN R RN AR AN R R AR R AR R AR RARR AN R AR R R AR R R Rk Ak D kb

£
E%ﬁw HoOoBE ISLAND

9 . a0 AL > - .
AAXRARRRRKRKRAARRRRAARRAT AR TetA RS A AR RAk A RAKKAARARARR AR VAR R Ak AR &’ & (3312311 *i*tt*t*t**.
VOL. 3 NO. 36 May 27-28, 1988 FREE

Meadovironk Cinemas

C RE B

: CORD ‘
This weekend marks the S

breaking of the record for most FHPS's at

a cinema in Warwick. The Meadovbrook enters
into it's 36th week, =clisning the 35-veek run by General Cinemas in the Varwick Mall during
1984. Tonight*s cast will be comprised of 7 people who did the show at GC .

TRE EC CTORY

Starting in February of 1984, attendance at GC blasted out of the gate. For the first 6 weeks,
attendance vas over 200 for 8 of the 12 shows. One Friday night crovd vas 250! The bigoest
night was 282! The largest weekend combined was 512, Weeks 7-10 were still strong, with
over a hundred every night. For the next 13 weeks, attendance began to go down. The average
vas about 70. The begining of the end started at week 23, when the show was moved from
cinema 1 to cinema 2. Cinema 1 was decent to do the show in. It was simular to the
Meadowbrook, except that there wasn't nearly as rwich room in front. Tt also din't go as far
back, but it vas wider. The audience and cast were vhysically very close, which was good.
Unfortunately, and problably in part because the crowds were big, the cast took much abuse.
Twice we nad to cuit. Tven worse, many audience members were hurt. One night an audience
member was thrown thru a glass door by a cop. Another night, someone put his fist thru
another glass door, ran away, then had to run back because a large aertery in his arm was
severed.

The move to cimema 2, though, combined with a lack of advertising, is what seemed to kill
Rocky. There was room to do the show up front, but there was only 1 isle and the seats
went way back. Doing the show there was like being in a vacum. There was. no connection
between cast and audience, or even audience and audience. Attendance for the last 12 weeks
nlummeted, often not reaching 100 for both nights combined. The show died a mercifull death
in October.

GC had both it's good and bad point's and momments. It is irportant to remember both. Te

even had an arrest one night when 3 people started sabotaging cast autorobiles! .
The show's run at GC did produce some firsts for the cast. We had our first road trips,

first to the Casino Theatre in Newport for 2 weeks, then later to Groton, Conn. Another
first was a "backup" cast, namely, a cast to do the show in our absense. We gained many
good cast members from that. We also began a relationship with the CGroton cast vhich
produced future cast switchings.

In 1984, the cast was much smaller than it is today. Whereas today we can call on up to
25 or so people, we could call on only about a dozen before the "backup” cast came into
play. Iany nights, people doubled up. The cast you saw did not change ruch week to week.
Scheduling was very difficult. Lights were done by cast members doing the show that nicht.
Props could not be left at the theatre. e had to load them in and out every night. And
we weren't allowed in until about 11:40. No one

LAST WEEK even heard of a pre-show. Costumes were not what
ATTENDENCE sitaii they are today, but vere improving. Cenerally,
FRI though, most people didn't have as much. The cops
SAT were simply inept and lazy.

The cast ate at Pizza Hut before the show and Bick-
fords after, BRill Quarters was the manager, with
Creg and Danny his faithful ushers. Four regulars in our

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? WRITE 3
: cast, nlus 4 occasionals, are all that's left. WARVJICK
R.I. ROCKY, 33 Potter St; Pawtucket', RT 02860 ROCKY was,the paper, 'With that - bve \Rp



